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Free and open to the public.

Eddy Portnoy, Ph.D.

Yivo Institute for Jewish Research

The Strange Stories of Yiddishland:
What the Yiddish Press Reveals
about the Jews

BAD RABEI

An underground history of
downwardly mobile Jews,
Eddy Portnoy’s book,

Bad Rabbi and Other
Strange but True Stories
from the Yiddish Press,
mines century-old Yiddish newspapers

to expose the seamy underbelly of pre-
WWII New York and Warsaw, the two major
centers of Yiddish culture in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. With true stories of

Jewish drunks, murderers, wrestlers, psychics
and beauty queens, all plucked from the pages
of Yiddish dailies, Eddy Portnoy reveals unusual Sunday

and unexpected aspects of Jewish urban life. One
part Isaac Bashevis Singer, one part Jerry Springer, MarCh 3' 201 9

this irreverent, unvarnished, and frequently hilarious 3:00 p.m.
compendium of stories prov'ide.s a window into an Loma Pelona cOnference Center
unknown Yiddish world that was.
UC Santa Barbara

Books will be available for
purchase and signing after the talk.

For further information contact:

Richard D. Hecht Maeve Devoy
ariel@religion.ucsb.edu maeve@cappscenter.ucsb.edu

(805) 893-2317




